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Where Dollars Roll Away at Every Click
of the Telegraph Instrument and a

Motley Group Pays Tribute-
to Bookmakers

T the qjartor Old England to-

the lead by a length Gera
cod by two lengths

King Pepper third
At old St Asaphs poolroom to Alex-

andria county the crowd te oa its feet
drinking to every word that comes to a
slow even tone tram the telegraph op-
erator Taptap taptap the
are rolling away at every dick of the In-

strument
With glued to favorites names

on the long of blackboards at the
far end of the poolroom aad mouths
open to hear the bettor a motley group
listens us reverently a did the ancients
to the oracle of Delphi for these words
mean dollars and cento to member
who recognise no other divinity except
the goddess of chance

Touts with gliaty eyes and honey
clothes bucb negroes whose roll
almost in circles a the plsns
them collarless tough showing
large lumps that prove Adam did not
swallow all that apple Willie

sad cheeses who imagine a clue
between themselves and Fox

hull Keene bank clerks who hope to
puff their scanty salaries boy just
past the cigarette stage and here and
there a gentleman stand shoulder to
shoulder white the man with a votes
long and drawn out a a daachund tells
most of theta thai the have
won in a gallop

Barber WgwM Stead t Lose
My God What long long the

barber would stand to love if that bunch
was turned loose to a basher shop
said one of the bookies Whether It to
or Ui not the belief of the poolroom
habitue that whiskers and good luck
are first cousins sure it Is that a several
days growth adorns the faces of most
Electric taut try to thin clouds of
rank tobacco smoke which hang like a
haze over the head of the mass

At the half Old England lad by
half a length Geranium second by five
lengths There to a hopeful hum from
the crowd Geranium been heavily
played and a good thing sure to
finish in the money If you are a new-
comer you begin to feel the fever to
your veins If an old hand van may
look bored or get that faraway howI
usedtodoit unite to your but If
you dont care whether Geranium to a
wild flower or a thoroughbred you win

Why Is It that the man who doeant
care a damn so often lands the money
Perhaps it to compensation for the ex-
citement he But there to many-
a man In the St Aaaph crowd that
would sell his excitement for a very
little hard cash

Geranium winarby two lengths CM
England second by a length King
Pepper third Never win on the first
rare HoW the on the and
those that soaped up baste to figure
new combinations willie the winners
wait patiently or otherwise for eon
flrmation of the results

Such a to on the boards at St
Asaphs every afternoon in the year ex
cept Sundays The one poolroom tn ac-

tive operation in those the au-
thorities have tried in vain for years to
close Crandal Machey commonwealth
attorney for Alexandria county
sworn
bets there but so far he had little
success What power there to behind
the throne that protects the proprietors
no one can say positively It to a po-

litical fight in the county however The
antigambling party elected Mr Mack
ey but only by a majority of two so
evenly matched were the forces

It to the plan of the Htti brother the

ease carefully shelved te tM courts
They will fight on every technicality
Such a causes will allow theta to operate
the poolroom for year la ell probabil-
ity

JUrd cm ttaiat
Poor old A It the good man

had for what his aame was to

he would have qulrmed be
would have placed a small bet or two
on a likely looking chariot since It had
tc be St Asaph te said an Irish
man vtettta the r iroom for the first
time B tile pows if be was the
Aaaph that turned out the fables sure It
would be tables to he would be
writing today And PM wee right for

babel of race awng up that
would have dang Jobs Henry
left at the peg

The Mac jf vftst

its

its

odds

the

looks

Two LctM

to put a to the ot

proprietors their friend to the

stand for dies
Per

It

goes

fit

1L aIm

dollars

eyes
row

eyes
news

guys

boys
re-

semblance

bookmaker

bas

eyes

loses

Wfirs 1y

odds next

saM

parts

has
etov placing

has

two

end get

the
St

ts the future ages bow

sMas

r track
AM sin

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

St race track of ancteat and
honorable fame When the roes course
was outlawed some eight tea years
ago the grandstand was into the
prerent poolroom by tearing out the
seats and walling up the exposed aide
At present the building resembles a-
cross between a hothouse and a stable
On tho west side to a long row of xla
windows and doors

The cupolas of the old grandstand
give the rambling structure a Jaunty
air but the faded paint asjd gtensvjU ne-
glect detract tress this Inside there at
no attempt made at decoration Tha
walls are bare and dirty

Th Bif aekbMia
At the farther end of the baraMke

room are the blackboards on which are
the names of the entries in the races
to be run that afternoon Immediately
below these humid to a long high coun-
ter such as to found in any saloon Be-
hind this are seated the bookmakers on
high stools On a narrow shelf front
of the blackboards the assistant
walk back and forth changing the odds
as the returns come m from track
and marking the winners and the horses
that finish second and third

To the rigtt of the blackboards to a
high seat for the telegrapher whore
he like a judge in a police court
and still farther along are the windows
where the fortunate cash in their
beta There are three of these on for
each of the three colored ticket rod
green and yellow

Another i the Mittk
About the middle of the room to an

other betting counter which Is for com-
bination bets alone the ether counter
being for the straight The com-
bination bets have a great attraction for
the frequenters of the place for they
offer long Instead of playing one
hone to wia or for place in one race
or both in a combination bet you play
horses to win In two or more races with
the increased proportionately In
other words If you play a combination of
a tentooneshot in one race and a six
toone shot In the second you get odds
of seventysix to one Although the
chance for landing a combination bet
are summer than those m straight
yet there are enough winners la these
combinations to make them a drawing
card

Lining the of the rooms are
lunch stands and a bar There are
of chairs in the back part of the open
floor spas where the bettor can sit
down to count up his winnings or his
losses usually the latter or to watt for
the returns from the races in which
they are interested Here to where you
find your old hand with his race book
Oiled with clipping snowing the put
performances of every horse that ever
went for a warming up on any
track in the country What he cant
tell you about the supposed chances of
the ponies to Aot worth telling and
what he toil you to often

But la spite of his mistakes h
often a winner

A Dirty Place
One distinguishing mark about the

whole place to dirt TIM floor would
make a selfrespecting porker tad jut
to look at it There to an aroma about
the room that to all Its own but nobody

to notice it particularly It
essence of all aromas from the un-

clean It the poolroom to to continue
running and there to little doubt but
what it will the best thing that could
happen to it be a swashing down
by the Alexandria fire brigade Every
thing goes oa the floor from hunch totornup betting ticket

OB Sftt ia y JLfttnM
Take the Saturday afternoon special

train for St Asaph This to usually-
a great day for the poolroom The
crowd assembles early at the Thirteen
andahaif Street station to catch the
14 which should land them at tin pool-
room in time to play the first race
Some 100 or MO men and half a dosen
woman crowd into the Nearly all
of them carry copies of the Morning
Telegraph which to the upon
which they pin their faith It to a hope-
ful crowd that leaves the station Not
one In the bunch but thinks and hopes
that this may be his or her day

Every dog has his day and oats
have a night too but the days are
few and tar between for the follower of
the The merits of the various

era dtoeuaesd on tb t aty-
mtevie trip dnm to the
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are given freely When the special
Anally reaches St Asaph the heelers
are on their feet ready to make a rush
to place their on the first race Up
the tang boardwalk they harry Jostling
each other in their efforts The first
sign of the real business of this ratter

country tij
Up agenT with his bunch of pink andgreen envelopes Here and there some
one will atop and buy a tip but the ma-
jority would rather rely on their own
Judgment

Oa JUftehiag the R m
As soon as they reach the doors of

the poolroom their seek the black-
boards and only leave the magic figures
for odd moments during the afternoon
such as when they are laying their beta
or reading the tips In toe Telegraph
There to something fascinating about
that board for half the time that their
eyes are fastened upon It the lost ones
do net know that they are looking at
Whoa the returns are coming hi they
do not watch the operator but the
boards as though they believed thatthey could hurry the skate along that
to carrying their all at odds that would
make them happy for a brief half hour

It to a stranve thing that men who
have lost every afternoon for months
with perhaps a bright spot here and
there will fight to get to the front line
in order to play the lint race of
afternoon But they have the hone
microbe in them to such an extent thatthey are practically incurable They
will play and play until they are down
and out and then they turn up for an
other try at the game and will keep
oa turning up until the poolroom closes

Where Women Sit
Up a little cubbyhole above thehead of the crowd on the main floor

are the women who are following the
races by wire They place their bets
and then hanging half out of the win-
dows of the balcony they follow the
returns with breathless eagerness They
seem to take the races to heart even
more than the men perhaps because
they have lost what a woman always
loses who leaves the straight and nar
row path to frequent such joints
the respect of other women

If they cannot win in the games which
their mode of life leaves them what to
the use of anything The men

pay little attention to the women
dollars not pretty faces that they

are there to find Then too there are
few men even in that crowd who do not
hate to see women going to the bad
even though they are well along on the
same road They have all had mothers-
or sisters or wives and it goes against
them to see any woman in that posi-
tion

A woman may go to the races at
Beaning or Saratoga or any of the so
coiled legitimate tracks and place a
many bets as she likes and not lose
caste witness many members of New
Yorks smart set but let a woman
ogee go to a place like St Asaph and
It all over but the shouting andsomebody will take care

With a ffrt s-
Have you ever watched the man with

a system r Theres many a one te be
found at the poolroom He ha the
real thing warranted to beat any Hne
of bookmakers in country It to
always true however that this system
needs time to prove value How
fondly Its originator sticks to it
his good money on it and loses the long
green

You cut stand and talk to him all
night on the subject but not convince
him that he to not going to b a mil

Itonaire some day and float around the
world In a steam yacht The
fact that the bookmakers have stood
out against hundred of tMflar y

for nothing te with
ate nod ft taMMrit to
him if tatam ta
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Every man who its St Asmph ha
a chance to bet his All sad empty his
poekctboak Th urtarn fo r tracks
are to am had and In the course
nf an afPernoon a man may back twen
tyfour winners or a many loser From
New York Saratoga Brooklyn St
Try Hi fRlBIbk JViAjJllfrf Northern
track returns Mme in the summer
the andrtnnh ootA months 14s nOv
leans Memphis San Francisco fur-
nish the excitement

Better Odds Thai at Trash
It is the claim of the nroprietor of

the poolroom that better are given
there than at the track where the
are actually run And if you doubt this
why just notice the prices sent In over
the wire and then see the blackboard
artists raise the a dollar or two
or even fM on the long long shots How
tempting those long are to be
sure they catch many an unwary dol
larOf the hundreds of placed at St
Aaaph every day most of them are
mall ranging from a dollar to five dol-
lar Everyone takes a try at a good
many races and If you want to stay

game It sometimes pays to make
your bets small Needless to say that
among so many small bets many are I

placed on the long But the
greater number are laid on the horses
with prices that range from four to one
to sight to one It does not pay to lay
a dollar or two on an oddson horse nor
even on one whose price to even money

Bo the crowd looks for the horse with-
a fair record carrying light weight
some odd Occasionally a bounder

up and place a bet of IGfiO SHO or
HMM and becomes the hero of the min
ute But these large bets are not

and are almost always placed oa
favorites where the odds are small An
old hand will play hundreds on an odds
on horse and usually win The

are chary about taking large
beta on the long shots however

BsekUi Split Mersey

Unlike the betting rings at the big
race meetings the bookmakers split
money and deal in halfdollar and even
In quarter Boys take advantage of
this rule and whereas they would
be able to bet In a big ring they can lay
their money with any man at the pool-
room in Alexandria county Sometimes
a number of them will band together
and each contributing a sum ranging
from a nickel to a half dollar will place-
a dollar or two on what the biggest one
of the gang thinks to a good thing
Cheeat man look to me play de win
ner In de handicap says a flfteenyear
old and saunters up to the bookmaker

Put that on his nibs Hermto see
Say see that feller over there He

just won lam Borrow his pencil and
see what hes playin in the next

a cheaplooking sport to a
who looks rather easy The

stranger If he to as easy he
borrows the pencil Why certainly you
can have the pencil says the big

Give me ten to play for you and
well split eh And if the stranger is
very easy hell bite and the touts will
rejoice

Fairly Good Orfar
In spite of the tau h crowd that to

always present at St there are
remarkably few fights frfffnftMnvM a
man will get loaded on the stun they
sell wer there for whisky and start
looking for trouble or some heavy losermay try to even things up by fffnpsMig
the happy looking guy who pushes him
out of the way as he to cask in
leis bet But these disturbances are few
and far between It to very seldom that

occur In gambling joints Men
who gamble make a business of it and
there to little more iaaUaatton to fight
i the poolroom than there to on
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bonnoer at St Aaaph who take
of any that become troublesome The
guardians of the peace dont wear

hot they carry thick and handy
The only man In uniform about

the place to the tip seller
In of all that been written
f dBft11 nT that

Asaph on the there are
of the men on the hill who ac

tually take the trip to Alexandria
county Occasionally however a law
giver turns up to play the races but It
has not been noticed that they were any
wiser about picking the winners than
the rest of the crowd Some of the for-
eigners attached to the embassies and
legations In Washington have found
their way to the poolrom In search of
sport and experience In American life
They got the experience If nothing else
and probably paid a price for it

Return
The returns from the races at distant

track are late to jetting to especially-
if they come from the West where there

canes

spite

visit
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dare
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may be an difference between
the time there and here to the East
So it to C oclock or thereabouts when
the crowd finally starts for home The
greater part of the crowd stays until
there to nothing more to be played
Then there to a wild rush to catch the
train for Washington They make as
good getting away from the pool-
room a they did coming to It and many
of them wish they hadnt made quite

speed getting there Here and
there you see a man who to too fan of
how he picked the winners to keep ft to
himself and he to telling everybody

how he had a brain wave But
the maiority are silent and sorry or
else they are curving their luck because
they had a hunch on suck and such
a race and tailed to follow It up with
the cash

Cmwi m the Gang

That not the word to describe the
alter the St Asaph gang board-

ed They are worse than a
New York downtown tenement house
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In-
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THE SCALE OF PRECEDENCE
IN THE ENGLISH NOBILITY

that la the

men hi Boghutd dukes come be-

fore marquesses marquesses be
fore earls earls before viscounts vto
counts before barons barons before
baronets and baronets before knights
but It may not be so generally known
that these grade of rank rime a-

far down on the scale as the nineteenth
twentieth twenty second twentyninth
flftyflrst and flftyflrth places respec-
tively

The members of the royal family
down to the nephews of the reigning
sovereign hold the first six places and
after them the Archbishop of Canter
bury has the highest precedence in the
scale of social gradation

He to immediately followed by the
lord chancellor of Great Britain
eighth and the Archbishop of York
ninth the prime minister to

whom these dignitaries owe their posi-
tions has no place whatever on the
scale nor has the first lord of the ad-
miralty the president of the board of
trade the president of the local gov-
ernment board the postmaster general
the under secretaries of state the mem-
bers of the house of commons the vice
roy of India or the governor general
of Canada

The representation of parliamentary
boroughs before the reform bill of W2
does not bring out in sharper contrast
the changed conditions between two
given periods than the scale of prece-
dence does but it supplies a striking
analogy

For Instance prices which had been
insignificant villages or nonexistent in
the reign of Henry VIII were large cen-
ters of population at the beginning of
the nineteenth century while

towns of the Tudor period had be-
come villages or even hamlets la the

ix Sixt Century
Similar revolutionary changes have

taken place to the social and especially-
the political world while the scale of
general precedence remains virtually

as fixed in the sixteenth century
A few of the outstanding landmarks-

in the history of England and of the
British empire illustrate and explain to
a moat vivid way chief anomalies
When James I ascended the English
throne to IBM the only foreign pamn-
sioo haW by WngJaart was NewCotmd

E
y JIIraoW

of precedence for

put

Fixed

the-
e

that

Y Bert
scab llo erv

s

Import-
ant

tone

land awed yalh Jut nos Jg sad

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Canada were rot won until the middle
of the eighteenth century when the
foundation of the empire on a solid
beats was really laid

The Tudors were absolute kings with
moat obedient parliiunents and the Stu
arts lost the crown to consequence of
their endeavoring to continue the

autocratic monarchy of their pre-
decessor hence the representatives of
the people were not likely to receive
and did not receive any recognition to
the scale of general precedence

The speaker of the house of commons
however ranks next to a baron that
is he is thirtieth on the scale whit
the secretaries of state who originally
owed their appointments directly to
the crown come thirtysixth

The Juncto ministry of to
usually regarded a the first cabinet
white Sir Robert Walpole was our first
prime minister proper and these facts
account for the greatest anomaly the
omission of all mention of the premier
and cabinet ministers other than sec-
retaries of state and chancellor of the
exchequer on the scale

There was no need for a president of
the board of trade in the reign of Henry
VIII still less for a postmaster general
In those day the real executive power
resided in the privy council hence the
high positions on the scale of the lord
president of the privy council eleventh
and of the pork keeper of the privy seal
twelfth White presentday

of state are
privy councilors come fortyfirst on the

Hifh Ck aetUors Status
The lord high chancellor his ex

alted position on the scale not to his
being head of the judicature but to the
fact that to the sixteenth century he
represented in his person the joint
ofltces of juatlciar and chancellor of the
Middle Ages that to he was prime min-
ister d facto

The lord high treasurer was than also
a great officer hence his coning tenth
The chancellor of the exchequer who
to now directly responsible for the han-
dling of the national purse comes as
low down a fortysecond on the scale

The lord high constable of England
fourteenth the earl marshal fif-

teenth and the lord high admiral six-
teenth were also great ogiciato m Tu-

dor tines white the eoaimandar
ehtof field mjuwteto and sdmtrato of the
flee of our day haws ao aaefc-
aa seals A a mats af Cae a
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after an invasion of Syrians But no-
body wants to spend an extra minute in
the poolroom when the spirit that has
kept the whole place on tiptoe all the
afternoon to dead Walk4r down the
board walk from the poolroom you no
ace a deep gully to one aide la it are
amrsv thousands of smali green red

and yellow tickets
ttor lost oatovtamt did not

connect They represent hundreds ot
dollars which the bookmakers have
taken to themselves They are all that
Is left of many a hopeful trip

It may be that Craadal Mackey will
finally close up this haunt of the men
who wish to get rich quick and easy

thousands of lost brother all over
the country The poolroom has newer
seemed to notice the jolt given It by
Western Union whom It refused to trans-
mit race returns

It to not known Just how tile joint
now but that to no doubttout It a a u1 te St
Aaaph any afternoon will nor

These

It he does so It be sunxfae to

the

pta its
its taD

ere
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standing army was not rnmtlliitlnaallj
established until the reign of WTOaaim sad Mary

The lord great chamberlain of Eng-
land cosmos thirteenth on Use Hat and
the officers of the royal household rank
seventeenth eighteenth thirty
thirtyfourth and thirtyfifth

At the bottom of the scale
esquires sixtysecond and geottomoa
sixtythird Herald and lawyf are

agreed that gentlemen are thoa wAo
by inheritance or grant from the crown
are entitled to bear coat armor

LIt Out in CoM

ty eighth an lawyers oft judges
fortyseventh and all ofitcers of
the army and navy from field
marshals and admirals of the fleet
downward are left out in the cold
church law army nary diplomacy and

deuce confined to their own respective
spheres determining the rant of their
members but such are wholly ignored
to the scale of general precedence

The question to of course not o vital
but from facts submitted many
will be of opinion that there to aa great
a necessity for reform of the scale of
general precedence today as there was
for parliamentary reform 38S3L

The scale of general precedes for
women necessarily presents fewer

than for duchesses im-
mediately after the wives of the

nephews and are followed by
marchionesses countesea and o on
downward to gentlewomen

The wives and children It may be
added of the archbishop of Canterbury
the lord high chancellor or Beaker
of the house of dov not

in his substantive that to onVial
rank but only to his personal rank
whatever it may be Chambers Journal

TtjwnD DOW BY GOVTuanautT
Poor Brown ha given up all lisps

government position
My my How did that happen
wail they toot Ida before the avail

service an teat because h failed
on geography an spstlin an rilhmi
tic an they ackehuUy turned him
down

Aa whats he to do
Lord knows Bf h dont r w mr high
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